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URANIUM INDUSTRY — APPEALS PROCESSES 
1289. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Mines and 

Petroleum: 
I refer to the answer to question without notice 1259 that I asked of the Minister for Environment in the 
Legislative Council on Wednesday, 9 November 2016, which stated that there are no statutory time lines for the 
environmental approvals process with the EPA. In his article titled “Western Australia’s emerging uranium 
industry”, senior adviser to the Department of Mines and Petroleum, Graham Cobby, refers to — 

… a three-week period for appeals to be collated and an eight-week period for the appeals convenor 
process to be finalised and advice provided to the Minister for Environment (a total of three months). 

Given that there are no statutory time lines, why did Mr Cobby make this statement about the EPA process? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN replied: 
On behalf of the Minister for Mines and Petroleum, I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

The statement is based on public advice available on the Office of the Appeals Convenor website and the 
“Appeal Information Sheet: Environmental impact assessment”, which states, and I quote — 

The Appeals Convenor will provide a copy of the appeal to the EPA, and request that a written response 
to the matters raised is provided within a set timeframe (usually 21 days). 

In the case of appeals lodged by a party other than the proponent, the Appeals Convenor will also 
provide the proponent the opportunity to respond within a set timeframe (usually 21 days). 

In addition, it continues — 

While there are no statutory timelines in respect to appeal investigations, the Appeals Convenor aims to 
have 80% of appeal reports submitted to the Minister for Environment within 60 days of receiving 
a final response to the appeal from the EPA, and where applicable, the proponent. 
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